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October 2015

News and announcements from the Emergency Squad

From the desk of the Chief
How do you know its Autumn in Florida? The snowbirds come trickling in! We are
beginning to see the return of our favorite winter bird – the snowbirds and we’re glad
to see them returning. But many, many thanks go to our Summer crews who worked
multiple shifts to keep the Squad on the road during our lean months.
This time of year provokes numerous feelings for folks; the joy of the coming holidays, family visits, cooler weather, etc. But it also means the beginning of flu season.
For us that’s particularly important since we will be more exposed than our neighbors
and friends. We have flu shots set up here and we invite you to take advantage of
that. And let me add that it’s important not just for our ambulance crews, but for all of
us. We have visitors at the front desk, suppliers, vendors and occasionally contractors who come through our doors on a regular basis. All of us are routinely exposed to
flu and other germs, so the first rule here is to take care of yourself. Get a flu shot.
And remember to wash your hands! The next date for flu shots is October 21st
For those of us that work on specific teams, which is most of us, you are probably
aware that filling team shifts is a huge challenge. We all get the multiple emails from
our team schedulers on a daily basis asking for help to fill in or replace someone. It’s
not an easy job to schedule so many people and I want to give a big thank you to all
of our folks who do the scheduling. Each and every one of them has at least one other
job they do for the Squad on top of filling their duty day schedule. Thank you all – I
think it’s the toughest job out there!
One of the most common questions we get is why do we always need more people?
And that’s a good question. We are an organization made up of retirees. Our health
and the health of our loved ones changes frequently. Our ability to get on and off the
ambulances, get down on our knees to do CPR and remember the details of using the
Toughbook, decline as we age. People move, they get jobs or need to care for loved
ones. There are many reasons we always need new folks coming in the door and
we’re always happy to have them. Tell your new neighbors that our next volunteer
information meeting is October 14th at our training building at 6 PM. Please invite
them.

Chief Dennis Floto
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Oh yeah, the holidays are coming up and will be here before we know it. Mark your
calendar for the Awards Dinners on December 14th and 15th. Even teams will be on
the 14th and odd teams on the 15th This year the dinners will be at Veteran’s Theater
(Borini) in Kings Point. Details to follow!

New Dispatch class

Sometimes “thank you” seems inadequate for all our Squad members do. You are an
amazing group of people and I’m honored to be your Chief. Thank you.

Amazon Smile program

Dates to Remember
Anniversaries

News from the Education Department
By Shirley Bardell, Asst. Chief, Education
It has been a busy year so far in the Education Department. We have restructured the New EMR curriculum and certified 19 EMR instructors through ECSI
(Emergency Care and Safety Institute). The EMR
Recertification classes are now taught during the day
and in the evening, rotating every other month. In
addition, we have added more hands-on re-training with equipment to the
EMR Recert class. Under the management of Dick McCormick, recertification for Drivers has been changed to annually. All Drivers must now
includes a physician’s signature of approval to drive any squad vehicle
capable of emergency runs or transporting patients.
Under Assistant Director Chuck Russ, we have added a new computerized manikin for CPR training. We also will be sending personnel to Orlando in November to learn the newest 2015 CPR update from the American Heart Association. The Dispatch program and training is being reviewed, under the direction of new Dispatch Manager, Robert Leonard.
During this time, the Dispatch training continues with either new Dispatch
or Dispatch Recert being held monthly.
WELCOME BACK - Notes from the Board
We are starting to see familiar faces that have been away over the summer It’s
been a long, hot and wet summer in Sun City Center – and we missed you. You
will no doubt see some changes – new Captains, new Assistant Captains and new
Squad team members. Volunteer recruitment efforts have been successful over
the summer and we now have new friends joining us on the Squad.
PLEASE BE CAREFUL OUT THERE!
Your safety on scene, en route to a scene, and in/around the Squad buildings is of
utmost importance to the Squad. Injured team members cannot help anyone!

Please slow down - don’t rush when you arrive on the scene – watch your
step. Uneven walkways, driveways and lawns can result in that unexpected
trip and fall.

Drivers – use those flood lights after dark to light the way for the crew to
safely navigate driveways and lawns.

Be careful getting in and out of the ambulances and vans – those steps can
be big ones, especially for those of us with short legs!

Watch where you are going, even in the Squad Building – it’s easy to get distracted and trip over a chair leg.
Our volunteers are our most valuable asset! As a result of the number of volunteer injuries, the Board has requested that the Assistant Chief Safety develop a
safety program designed to remind us that we are not invincible – we can get
hurt just like our patients can! So please take this program seriously and stay
safe.
BUDGET TIME AGAIN
Our Treasurer and CFO are about to begin the Squad budget process. Last year,
for the first time, all departments participated in helping to identify their budget
needs for the coming year. They will use the same process this year with a few
refinements. Creating a sound budget for the operations of the Squad is critical to
our financial planning and we appreciate everyone’s participation in this effort
again this year.
FUND RAISING TIME AGAIN
The annual fund raising letters are about to go in the mail to all of the residents in
Sun City Center and Kings Point. We can all help by reminding our friends of the
great service the Squad does for the community at no cost to them.
Submitted by Eileen Peco
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95
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Year to Date
Ambulance Runs
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1479

Falls

1026

Sick List
Roy Skinner –

IT

Chris Avila—

Team 1

John Crouch—

Team 3

Pete DeRupo – Team 5
Marty Mallak— Team 5
Garry Gose–

Team 6

Frank Gomez – Team 6
Garry Gose

Team 6

Shel Yetman— Team 7
Paula Lickfeldt –Team 8
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October Birthdays
Day

FIRST

LAST

2 Gary

Kerckaert

3 Linda

Bedrin

4 Robert

Smolenski

5 Norma

Hartman

6 Carole

Austin

6 Carolyn

Bell

6 Martha D.

Finley

6 Joan

Leombruno

7 Carol

Anderson

7 Sally

Stammen

8 Douglas

Crippen

9 Sandi

Hutcheson

9 Ginny

Rottman

11 John

Cortese

11 Bonnie

Murphy

11 James

Ryan

12 Christina

Hatch

12 Joanne

Sudman

14 Cathy

Zurek

15 Maureen

Carey

15 Nancy

Foster

16 Mary

Gustafson

16 Sandy

Yavorcik

17 Eileen

Cole

17 Susan

Dietman

17 Kenneth L.

Marchuk

18 Michael

Brannan

20 Rick

Frabotta

20 Kathleen

Kelly

21 Marilyn

McCormick

22 Ann

Arthur

22 Bob

East

22 Walter

Prouty

23 Frank R.

Gomez

27 Nancy

Gray

New Captain Team 8
By Jan Huber

Congratulations to the newly appointed Captain of Team 8, Jim Ryan. Jim
joined the Emergency Squad in 2004 as an ambulance driver. Two years
later he attended EMT school. Upon his successful completion of his studies he was assigned to Team 8. Grace Ryan, wife extraordinaire, also
works for the Squad as a dispatcher, having served as an
Emergency Medical Responder
for many years.
Jim and his wife live in Kings
Point and are very active in the
Southeastern Guide Dog organization as Puppy Raisers.
The Squad is indeed fortunate to
have such a true professional
heading up team 8

Chief Floto pins the Captain’s
bars on Jim Ryan

September Emergency Medical Responder Class
Eight new students have successfully completed the intense 52 hour
“Emergency Medical Responder” course given at the education building.
Students are first trained and certified in CPR. Following this, students
study medical and environmental emergencies, airway management, the
human body, bleeding, shock and poisoning. Students also learn the proper techniques for splinting, bandaging, back boarding and scooping patients.
After successfully completing the course, the new EMRs are assigned to
one of eight teams.
Pictured L to R: Barry McKee, Instructor, Dustin Hewett, Bob Burns, Lloyd
Banfield, Lou Ballance, Manya Ogle, Larry St. John, Rose Rife, Janice
Chase, and Walt Bowers, Instructor.

New Dispatcher Volunteers
The Emergency Squad is pleased to announce its newest graduates from dispatcher class. When a resident calls our
emergency line, our dispatchers answer
the call. It’s the dispatcher’s job to get accurate call information and get our ambulance crew on the road in a timely manner. Dispatcher training is 16 hours long
plus additional time for mentoring before
being qualified to dispatch our emergency
calls. We welcome and thank our newest
volunteers for joining the Squad.
Pictured L to R: Instructor Linda Conklin,
M.J.Ricketts, Robert Leonard,(kneeling)
Manager of Dispatchers, Helga Robinson,
Harriet Bailey, Dayle Martin, Linda
Hughes, seated, Cynthia Slaughter, John Hargraves and Karen Crippen, Instructor.
Holiday Season is coming up fast. If you do your shopping online, you might
be surprised to learn that the Squad is one of the charities you can donate to
through The Amazon Smile program Simply go to smile.amazon.com and
select the Squad from the many charities available. It doesn’t add anything to the cost of your purchase.

Dates to
Remember:
October 20 at 1PM
All Squad mtg. at the
Chamber Meeting
Room
October 21—Flu
Shots 9am—2pm
Nov. 3rd—1PM EMT meeting
Dec. 2—Flu shots
9am—2pm
December 14 & 15
Awards Dinners
Even teams on the
14th
Odd Teams on the
15th

Anniversaries
Morales Torres,

1

Stinchcomb, LeeAnn

1

Wickersham, Julie

1

Eargle, Linda

1

Parent, Steven

1

Feehan, Joan

3

Watkins, David

3

Bennett, Sean

3

Leonard, Robert

5

Harkins, Pat

10

Marme, Betty

10

Marme, Dal

10

