
Support Sue! 

We love all our cooks, but did you know that 
Team 1 Cook Sue Harju was in the running on 
Food Network for Favorite Chef? 

 

Team Captains 

 Team 1 Mike Stephens 

 Team 2 Betty Richner 

 Team 3 Walt Bowers 

 Team 4 Gerald Eckman 

 Team 5 Rich Bothroyd 

 Team 6 Ed Whitehead 

 Team 7 Bob Butenhof 

 Team 8 Tom Murphy 

Published by the SCC Emergency Squad. Editor-in-
Chief, Mike Bardell; Editor Robin Watt.  Articles are 
accepted up to the 25th of the month for the follow-
ing month’s issue. Items may be address to The Siren 
and posted The Siren mailbox, just below the Team 8 
mailbox. US Postal mail should be address to: Sun 
City Center Emergency Squad, The Siren, 720 Ray 
Watson Dr., Sun City Center, FL 33573. When send-
ing by email, send to robinw@scc-ems.us, subject 
line: The Siren. 

Basic EMT reminders 
By Diane Simon, Ass’t Chief QA 

 
 
Assessments need to be 
completed by the EMT - not 
the EMR.  Assessment 
should include the Alert and 
Orientation unless the pa-
tient’s normal is altered and 
is the normal baseline for 
that patient.  This is a multi-
ple selection item that is frequently missed. 
All Falls are a trauma and require a Stroke Assess-
ment, a Rapid Head to Toe, and a Blood Glu-
cose.  On the Flow tab, the Stroke Assessment re-
sults and means of gathering the data need to be not-
ed.  (It is frequently noted as Not Applicable) 
If you are requesting assistance from the QA depart-
ment, please us: QA@scc-ems.us as an email vs indi-
viduals.   

Incident Tab/Alerts…Did you know we have more 
than one?  Please review with your crew so that if you 
call an Alert, it is noted.  Cardiac, Stroke, Sepsis, 
Trauma 
When HCFR is on scene prior to our arrival, if possi-
ble, please note the set of vitals they are taking (PTA) 
on the Flow Tab.  IF they transfer care to us, the pa-
tient is now our responsibility and our protocol.  Do 
not assume that their protocol is the same as 
ours.  We need to do our own assessment, vitals, 
etc.  If we have a stable patient, we are to do addition-
al set of vitals every 15 minutes (per protocol) 
A special shout out to the Van Crews… 
Great work guys and gals….on a regular basis taking 
care of patients that have special needs.  It is appreci-
ated!!!  Thank You!! 
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Chief Mike Bardell 

Spring has always been a busy time and this one is no 
exception. It kicked off with the fundraiser for the squad 
at Replays earning $10,000 for us.  Next was the Disas-
ter Workshop presented in the Veteran’s Theatre and 
again in the afternoon at the CA Community Hall on April 
24th.  And on May 2nd, there will be a free Advanced 
Decisions Symposium at the Veterans Theatre spon-
sored by us at 9am and again at 1pm at the CA commu-
nity Hall.  Everyone is invited to attend and no registra-
tion is required. 
 
South Shore Hospital is pleased to announce the open-
ing of their new 24hr free standing Emergency Depart-
ment in Apollo Beach as of May 1st.  It is a department 
of the South Shore Hospital and a full functioning Emer-
gency Department.  I attended the ribbon cutting which 
was very well attended by numerous community groups 
including HCFR. This is another option for us to transport 
our patients to once it is loaded into our system. 
 
In closing, I want to tell you that 900 signatures of CA 
members were submitted to the CA Board with the hope 
that the CA Board would take it to their membership to 
approve a monthly donation to the squad similar to what 
Kings Point did.  However, the CA Board denied it going 
to the members, so for now, the issue is dead.  Thank 
you for all that helped obtaining the signatures. 
 
Mike Bardell 
Chief 
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Reports & Statistics 

May Anniversaries 

Name  Team  Anniversary 

Suzanne Michalak 5   1 

Steve Pezzino 5   1 

Judy Mull  3   3 

Barbara Phillips 4   3 

Mr. Ed Cantrell, former Squad Volunteer and 

long time community resident  recently do-

nated $15,000 

to the Emergen-

cy Squad. Mr. 

Cantrell was a 

driver for the 

Squad for 12 

years. 

 

May Birthdays 

 Name     Date 

 Barry Bogart   3 

 Carolyn Cole   3 

 Amy Shafmaster   4 

 Edna Fleming   7 

 Cody Fernandez   8 

 Sharon Crabtree   9 

 Terri Deviley   9 

 Naomi Layton   9 

 Barclay Wallace   10 

 Janet Singer   11 

 Robin Watt    11 

 Michael Anderson   12 

 Kim Williams   17 

 James Pelisek   18 

 Rena Stewart   18 

 Gail Van Valkenberg  18 

 Thomas Lesh   19 

 Linda Dulik    20 

 Gail Letzing    20 

 Suzanne Michalak  20 

 Ann Simmons   21 

 Teresa Rowe-Wilson  22 

 Carolyn Clark   23 

 Julie Ware    25 

 Val Sudduth   26 

 Barbara Gilner   30 

 Deborah Spitler   30 

April Statistics 

Ambulance Runs   300 

 Falls—% of calls   118 46.8% 

Van runs    78 

Blood Pressures   21 

Year to Date 

Ambulance Runs   1259 

 Falls—% of total  546 43.3% 

Van Runs    300 

Blood Pressures   171 

 

Thank you to Replays and all the vendors who  
contributed to the success of the fundraiser! 

What’s New 

Advanced Life Decisions—May 2nd 

This program is the brain-child of our Chief Mike Bardell, who recog-
nized that many of our residents are not prepared or educated about 
the is life decisions that are ahead of them. Instead, many get a rude 
awakening when suddenly faced with life-changing decisions regard-
ing their care or their spouse’s care; housing arrangements and legal 
issues regarding the disposition of their assets.  
 
The Symposiums featured experts in elder care from legal, medical 
and long-term care professions presenting information about Living 
Wills, Estate Planning, Advance Directives and Do Not Resuscitate 
Orders. The Symposium was held  at Veterans Theater from 9am to 
11am and at Community Hall from 1pm to 3pm. 

Disaster Planning—April 24th 

Working with other local organizations, the annual Disaster Planning 
and Preparedness symposium was held on April 24th at Veteran’s 
Theater in the morning and Community Hall in the afternoon. Organi-
zations that participated included Hillsborough Sheriff’s Office; Hills-
borough Fire Rescue; TECO; South Shore Hospital; the Community 
Emergency Team (CERT) SCC Security Patrol; KP Amateur Radio Club 
and the KP Master association. 
After the program, the speakers met with individuals at their exhibit 
to answer questions. 

The program was repeated at Community Hall in the afternoon. 

Comfort Critters and Ditty Bags 
Our Ambulance and Van Crews often  have patients who are anx-
ious, lonely or scared. Sometimes we have patients in various 
stages of dementia. We have on board our ambulance and 
vans?, what are often referred to as “comfort critters.” These are 
stuffed, knitted animals that we can give to a patient to hold or 
hug, in order to provide some consolation.  

We also have some small “ditty bags” that are located in the 
same compartment as the comfort critter (compartment #9.) 
These are for patients who don’t have purses or pockets, but 
need someplace to put their keys, phone, jewelry, wallet or “what-
have-you’s.” These were made by Carol Zeller (Team 8 ) and the 
Sew ‘N Sews club of SCC. 

Please feel free to give these to patients that need them. If you 
provide a ditty bag and are at the hospital, please use on the 
medical labels on the bag to help them keep track of their belong-
ings. 

The comfort critters and bags are theirs to keep. 


