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Many Thanks to John Colburn for his 10 years of ser-

vice to the community John

. Siren mailbox, just below the Team 8 mailbox. US Postal
presentations on behalf of

mail should be address to: Sun City Center Emergency
Squad, The Siren, 720 Ray Watson Dr., Sun City Center,
FL 33573. When sending by email, send to robinw@scc-
ems.us, subject line: The Siren.

the Squad and assisted in

speaking about his different

jobs with the Squad.

Thank you John! FAREWELL Words of Wisdom

Thank You!! You have enriched
my life and your service to the
community. | have been hon-
ored to serve the Squad for 20
years in many capacities—each
one bringing a new challenge
and understanding to how we can best serve each
other thru training, communication, and service.
Starting as an EMR, | soon wanted to do more and
became an EMT. | joined the teaching crew and en-
joyed that immensely. Several of you remember my
scenarios of diabetic patient vs drunk. | hope you
will continue to do your very best in all that you en-
deavor. The journey isn’t very long, but try to make
it worthwhile. All my best to you....Diane G. Simon

It was a Team 5

‘ Duty Day and

¥ 4 they graciously
invited others to
join them! Cap-
tain Bothroyd
7] stated it was a
busy day, but
they enjoyed the
feast when they

We are always
blessed to have

Team Captains
Mike Stephens

Betty Richner
Kirk Forbes

Gerald Eckman

Rich Bothroyd
Gust Sarrack
Bob Butenhoff

Many thanks to all who
contributed their time to
volunteer or join us to

give thanks. Dorothy DeCoux

Chief Mike Bardell

Inside this Issue

Updates and Reports
Birthdays
Anniversaries
Statistics
Beacon of Hope

What's New
Squad Events
Reporting Elder
Abuse

Odds & Ends
10 year anniver-
sary
Thanksgiving
Farewell
Captains

The Siren

December 2025

| hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving. The Christmas
season is upon us and my wish for all of you to have the best
holiday possible. This time of year, is very hard for many, some
lost someone and even family can be stressful. Try to see the
good in everyone.

I look forward to seeing many of you at the Awards dinner on
12/2. There are several presentations being made to the
Squad. On December 5th we will be receiving a congressional
award in Bradenton. | don’t know why we are being

recognized but | am glad we are. Also, on the 17th, we are
getting a proclamation in recognition of being awarded Volun-
teer Organization of the year by EMS World. | hope several can
attend each ceremony. It would be wonderful to have the oth-
er attendees actually see the reason we won. It’s because of
you that these awards are possible.

We have purchased 2 Raiser chairs. These devices will help lift
people off the floor. | know some don’t like it and that’s ok. It

merely makes another tool we can use. Since 42 % of our calls
are falls, we need to try to protect our people from being hurt.

At this time of year, | reflect on all that | have been given and |
feel truly blessed. Shirley and | are so thankful to be part of the
Squad and what all of you do for your community.
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Updates & Reports

Name

Caroline Whalen
John Klueg
Cheryl Reed
Brenda Hamlin
Steve Pezzino
Joe Perkins

Bruce Alston
Victoria Carter
Kelly Knigge
Dolore Whiteside
Jack Riley
Theresa Snipe
LeeAnn Stinchcomb
Janice Rousseau
David Christenson
Kay Bogart
Virginia Davis
Diana Raphael
Stanley Zabetakis
Punky Fedora
Hazel Crosby
Chris Holove
Joan McMullen
Eileen Peco
Cheryl Masterson
Susan Deptula
Donna Heath
Dave Regan
Cynthia Lowe
John Lackey

Terri Rudinitsky
William Zeller
Christian Sabbagh
David Osadczuk
Kristin Scott
Patricia Johnson
Gene Deiss

Jacqueline Trautweiler

Zade Ksaibati
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Anniversaries
Name Team Anniversary
Mary Borg 3 20
Jack Riley 0 15
Gerri Roth 7 10
Sara Washburn 5 10
Lois Kindle 0 1

A Beacon of Hope After the Holidays
by Kirk Forbes

The holiday season is a time for joy, celebration, and
togetherness. However, for some, it can also be a
period of stress, loneliness, and even grief. Recogniz-
ing this, the Emergency Squad Peer Support Team is
dedicated to providing emotional support and assis-
tance to those in need, especially during and after the
holiday season.

The Peer Support Team consists of volunteers who
have experienced similar challenges and understand
the importance of empathy and understanding. They
offer a listening ear and a comforting presence to
help individuals cope with difficult emotions and situa-
tions.

Whether you're struggling with the loss of a loved
one, feeling overwhelmed by holiday stress, or simply
needing someone to talk to, the Peer Support Team
is available to assist you. Our assistance is strictly
confidential, ensuring a safe and supportive environ-
ment for you to share your thoughts and feelings.

The Peer Support Team's goal is to ensure that none
of our volunteers feel alone or unsupported during the
post-holiday season. Our commitment to providing
compassionate care and understanding makes us an
invaluable resource for anyone seeking assistance.

If you or someone you know needs support, please
reach out to the Peer Support Team. Remember,
you are not alone, and help is just a phone call away.

What’s New?

Squad Events

Reporting Elder Abuse

Arriving on a specially designed sleigh, Santa came
early to Kings Point to light the trees and start the
holiday season! He had

help from Glenn Swee-

ny and Gust Sarrack in

And he was popular with the
ladies and the
children !

Turkey Shoot Golf Tournament

On November 22nd,
the Squad supported
the SCC Men’s Club

&l fundraiser for the Life-
line Emergency Re-

Y Gust Sarrack, Eileen
Peco, Jim Rottman,
Bruce Alston and Herb
Hartman for being “on call” during the tournament.

By Mark Anderson, EMT, CPR Manager

myflfamilies.com/abuse

Above is the link is for reporting suspected
elder abuse and/or other unsustainable liv-
ing conditions you may find a patient in.
"How do we report..."
came up in discussion
with a gathering of CPR
instructors recently. |
have used this link on a
couple of cases and the
state and county do re-
spond. | have struck out
with 211, so | don't rec-
ommend wasting your time with it.

If you have a patient with conditions worthy
of reporting, save the run sheet and your
PCR data. You will need the name, ad-
dress, run number, etc. Fill out the on-line
form with all the pertinent information and
send it in. You will hear from an investiga-
tor within 24-48 hours.

We've all run into these cases and report-
ing them to the state is the right thing to do.
The state and/or county will send an inves-
tigator to the address or facility and look in-
to the matter and offer assistance. Often,
patients in precarious conditions don't know
where to get help, but help is available and
as an Emergency Responder, we are man-
datory reporters and can facilitate getting
the patient/family help.
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