Message from the Board of Directors

Thank you, all of you. It takes all of us doing our specific
jobs, to serve our community.

Like many other years, this past year has been challeng-
ing for us. Change is inevitable, especially for our age
group and that has an impact not just on our Squad, but
our community as well. We’ve weathered sixty years,
serving Sun City Center and our intent is to serve well
into the future.

Our long-term survival is dependent on multiple issues —
the most urgent and important is having enough volun-
teers to continue our mission of “Neighbors Helping
Neighbors.” However, other impacts may come from
governmental regulations, funding, community support,
disasters and even public health issues— such as another
pandemic. All of these can change our future, but we can
only influence a few of these — the rest we can’t control.

We are financially stable and in good shape. Where many
volunteer EMS organizations are financially struggling to
survive, the Emergency Squad is strong financially and is
in good shape. Our total revenue for the year, through
November was $553, 708. Our CDs through Ameriprise
and Wells Fargo total $1,993, 013. Our funds with the
Community Foundation $521,978.

Our annual operating budget every year is approximately
$500,000. Our biggest expense each year is our insur-
ance. Our policy will cost us $121,00 this coming year.
However, this year we have upgraded our information
and telecommunications systems. This project is still on-
going, but is projected to be complete in early 2025.

We will have three Board positions open for this next
election. These will be three-year terms. If you are at all
interested, | encourage you to run for the Board. We
need Directors that bring their varied work histories and
skills to contribute to our collective knowledge.

Where can we take action? We can tell our friends and
neighbors about our own experiences on the Squad; our
teamwork and compassion for our neighbors; and the
satisfaction that comes from helping someone in their
hour of need. We tell our friends of the new skills we’ve
learned and their importance in serving the community.

May 2025 bring you good health and happiness. Thank
you all again. Your time and dedication are appreciated.

Did you gnow?

The Emergency Squad has an external website, Fa-
cebook page, LinkedIn page and a YouTube channel?
Check these out and share the information with fam-
ily and friends! Unfortunately, only the QR code will
» link you directly.)

Tubé

Scanning our QR code will

SCCEMS

take you to our website!

Published by the SCC Emergency Squad. Editor-in-Chief,
Mike Bardell; Editor Robin Watt, Articles are accepted
up to the 25™ of the month for the following month’s
issue. Iltems may be address to The Siren and posted The
Siren mailbox, just below the Team 8 mailbox. US Postal
mail should be address to: Sun City Center Emergency
Squad, The Siren, 720 Ray Watson Dr., Sun City Center,
FL 33573. When sending by email, send to robinw@scc-
ems.us, subject line: The Siren.

Team Captains

Team 1 Mike Stephens
Team 2 Betty Richner
Team 3 Walt Bowers
Team 4 Gerald Eckman
Team 5 Rich Bothroyd
Team 6 Ed Whitehead
Team 7 Bob Butenhoff
Team 8 Tom Murphy
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From the desk of the Chief
Happy New Year to all.

| hope everyone had a great holiday. The weather has definite-
ly turned chilly. There seems to be an outbreak of flu, of
course, Covid and RSV are still present. A good way to transmit
is by coughing, so please cover your cough!

Kings Point voted to keep paying the Squad under a bulk con-
tract. We received a positive vote from 87% of residents. Now |
will be pursuing the CA. Most people just think it is a donation,
but this is really a fee for service. If everyone contributed, it
would be about 60% of our annual budget. | would not want
anyone to fully fund us, that wouldn’t make us keep aware of
what the community needs. And donations would fit that
need.

| took part in the Sun City Men’s Review. It was a lot of work
and | didn’t fall down. Out of all the people involved | only
knew 3. | made new friends and, overall, it was a lot of fun.
Great people for a terrific cause, for this year it was Alzhei-
mer’s Research.

We are already trying to line up people for both Disaster and
Advanced Life Decisions symposiums for the community in the
spring. Keep looking for more information on this later.

Thank you all for your dedication to the community. Your time
and energy are appreciated not just by us, but by our resi-
dents.

May 2025 be a healthy, prosperous year for us all.
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STATISTICS

December

Undates and Reports

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Name Birthday

Aileen Engel 2

Kathleen  Brown 2

Ken Shrom 5

Mark Longton 7

Jan Huber 7

Donna Lewis 9

Shawn Brauch 9

Arleen Sanders 10

Linda Mascetti 11

Carol Zeller 15

Mary Borg 16

Michael  O'Brien 16

Ana Bauer 17

Ed Whitehead 18

Michael  Bardell 20

Kathy Zdrodowski 20

Ron Shackelford 21

Kirk Forbes 22

Louis Ballance 24

M.J. Ricketts 25

Gloria Deiss 25

Michael  Noone 26

Nancy Bond 26

Michael  McClintic 27

Sandy Crumb 27

Edward O'Malley 28

Clancy John 29

John Clancy 29

Richard Schneider 31

PR Participation

Throughout the year the Squad participates in many com-
munity events. If you would like to assist, please let Eileen
Peco, Asst. Chief of PR, know when you are available.
These events include trade shows, local festivals, health
fairs and having our ambulance on “stand-by” for club ,
social or athletic events. These can always be a lot of fun
and you'll find that our residents are so grateful.

Ambulance Runs 311
Falls 117
% of calls 37.6%
Van Runs 92
Blood Pressures 63
2024 Year to Date
Ambulance Runs 3617
Falls 1328
% of calls 36.7%
Van Runs 1179
Blood Pressures 764
Year End
Events/Health Fairs and Trade Shows—50
Community Events 14
Health Fairs/Trade Shows 10
Recruiting events 10
Honors/Ceremonies 14
60th Anniversary 2
ANNIVERSARIES
Name Team Anniversary
Emily Lahti 25
Carolyn Cole 25
Sheila Houlihan 20
Betsy Schneider 20
Karen Stansell 15
Mike Bardell 10
Janis Wiehe 10

Glenn Sweeney
Louise Kowalski
Suzi Russell
Louise Howe

Al Harris

Ray Edens
Kathleen Brown
Lois Hansen
Rena Stewart
Joe Perkins
Patsey Taylor
Maryrose Ramacci
Lee Springer
Peg Griffith
John Clancy
Nancy Cottrell
Gust Sarrack
Celeste Perkins
Chris Kerler
Barb Turney
Susab Torpey
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A Beacon of Hope after the Holidays

2025 Resolutions by Diane Simon, QA

By Kirk Forbes, PST

The holiday season is a time for joy, celebration,
and togetherness. However, for some, it can al-
so be a period of stress, loneliness, and even
grief. Recognizing this, the Emergency Squad
Peer Support Team is dedicated to providing
emotional support and assistance to those in
need, especially during and after the holiday
season.

The Peer Support Team consists of volunteers
who have experienced similar challenges and
understand the importance of empathy and un-
derstanding. They offer a listening ear and a
comforting presence to help individuals cope
with difficult emotions and situations.

Whether you're struggling with the loss of a
loved one, feeling overwhelmed by holiday
stress, or simply needing someone to talk to, the
Peer Support Team is available to assist you.
Our assistance is strictly confidential, ensuring a
safe and supportive environment for you to
share your thoughts and feelings.

The Peer Support Team's goal is to ensure that
none of our volunteers feel alone or unsupport-
ed during the post-holiday season. Our commit-
ment to providing compassionate care and un-
derstanding makes us an invaluable resource
for anyone seeking assistance.

If you or someone you know needs support,
please reach out to the Peer Support Team.
Remember, you are not alone, and help is just a
phone call away.

Every year | have several reso-
lutions. Lose weight, exercise
more, eat healthier....well it
seems to be repeated annually
and goes by the wayside by
January 15th....It doesn’t mean
that my intent wasn’t sincere
but my ambillon seems to fail
me.

Having said this, perhaps it’s time to review a few
items that get “missed” on the ePCR reports.
Interventions are a key to treatment of a patient. |
know that as EMT’s and EMR’s we provide excel-
lent patient care. Sometimes that care is detailed
in the narrative and sometimes it is left unsaid.
i.e. Situation is Hemorrhage and | know we either
stopped the

bleed or it wasn’t bleeding when we arrived. If it's
not noted anywhere, QA has to send it back and
ask.

Some of the more common Interventions are:
Bleeding Control, Orthostatic Blood Pressure
Measurement, Splinting, and Wound Care. This
is a case of if the shoe fits, please slip it on as
these are all TIME STAMPED items.

Some of the more uncommon Interventions are:
AED analysis or shock given, Airway Control,
NPA or OPA, Burn Sheet, C-Collar, CPR, Child-
birth, Spinal Immobilization and that’s not all, but
hopefully this will spark an interest with your team
to review what could be considered an Interven-
tion when completing your ePCR before submit-
ting it for review.

May your resolutions all be attainable and bring

your good health and joy in the journey.
QA Team.....

dappy New Yeg,




