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News You Can Use

Ambulance Driver Tips & Updates
by LeeAnn Stinchcomb, Dir. Driver Training

You ARE unavailable when you are fueling. | have over-
heard some talk about the opposite. We are encouraging the
overnight crews to always be doing the fueling It should not
take as many crews out of availability during the other two
shifts.

We will keep a few run sheets (that dispatchers fill out when
they receive an emergency call) in each ambulance passen-
ger side door. These are used for "turnarounds" and it is
the EMT's responsibility to take over the radio microphone to
take down the information from dispatch, while the driver is
listening and determining the route, turning on lights and siren,
etc.

When returning from areas north of here: on rt. 301, call in
available when you cross the 19th Ave intersection. This allows
you to focus your attention on other drivers turning right, before
you turn right on 674. If you are using I-75 to come back south,
call in after you exit the ramp onto 674. Safety will always be
your primary concern, so it is fine to ask the EMT to call in
if you're negotiating traffic.

Having crew exit street-side can be dangerous. There have
been some close calls with our passenger doors opening as
other vehicles pass us, so take an extra few seconds to deter-
mine if you can make a u-turn or 3 pt/turn so only the driver
exits street-side. EMRs exiting cannot see what's coming at
all.

When pulling into South Shore ER, If you are a front ambu-
lance pull forward as far as you can. There needs to be room
for a 2nd ambulance behind you to be able to be on level
ground. If you discover the ambulance bay is full, continue
through the parking lot and circle around it as if you are going
to exit the way you entered from 674; park BESIDE the building
with the rear of the ambulance nearest the full bay, at a right
angle to the parked ambulances. Remember as you are cir-
cling the parking lot of cars to NEVER DRIVE THE AMBU-
LANCE UNDER THE NEXT BUILDING'S PORTICO.

After 5pm, if you are having difficulty getting the garage doors
to work, radio dispatchers to close the doors. They are part of
the team and are able to do that for you.

We know when the ambulance rear door locks and is stay-
ing locked is frustrating. It's believed the humidity we deal with
is problematic. Remember you can use the emergency unlock
just behind the driver's door under the ambulance box.

At any MVC we are called to, park in front of HCFR, leaving
room to load a patient. If they are not there yet, park behind
the incident vehicles, but know that HCFR may direct you to
move when they arrive.

National Award of Excellence
from EMS World/NAEMT
Volunteer EMS Service of the Year

EMS World and the National Association of Emergency Medical
Technicians (NAEMT) established the Awards of Excellence
Program to recognize outstanding achievements in the filed.
This esteemed program has become the gold standard of ac-
complishment recognition in the EMS profession.

This is the second time that the Sun City Center Emergency
Squad has won the Volunteer Service of the Year. We previ-
ously won in 2020, for our efforts to test and protect our com-
munity from COVID- 19, as well as the many other services we
provide to the community.

Published by the SCC Emergency Squad. Editor-in-Chief, Mike
Bardell; Editor Robin Watt. Articles are accepted up to the 25
of the month for the following month’s issue. Items may be
address to The Siren and posted The Siren mailbox, just below
the Team 8 mailbox. US Postal mail should be address to: Sun
City Center Emergency Squad, The Siren, 720 Ray Watson Dr.,
Sun City Center, FL 33573. When sending by email, send to
robinw@scc-ems.us, subject line: The Siren.
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FLORIDA'S 16TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
2025 CONGRESSIONAL
FIRE/EMS AWARDS
HONORING OUR DISTRICT'S OUTSTANDING
FIRST RESPONDERS

Parrish Community High School
7505 Fort Hamer Rd.
Parrish, FL 34219

Thursday, October 2, 2025
Doors Open 5:00 PM
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Updates & Reports

And Anniversaries

Whats New

October Efrtﬁa’ay

First Last Month  Day

Barbara  Multon 10 1
Lynne Albrecht 10 2
Roger Sitara 10 3
Barbara  Hunton 10 3
Scott Eichfeld 10 4
Gust Sarrack 10 4
Joanne Koncick 10 5
Carol Barton 10 5
Ginny Rottman 10 9
Patricia Bothroyd 10 9
John Petersen 10 10
Linda Grabowski 10 10
DeeDee  Parrish 10 10
Joanne Sudman 10 12
Jeanne Martin 10 13
Nancy Heiss 10 15
Maria Hodge 10 15
Laurel Odmark 10 16
Skip Aylesworth 10 17
Pam Friedler 10 19
James Sutherland 10 21
Walter Prouty 10 22
Jerry Eckman 10 22
Denise Fleck 10 23
Brenda Levy 10 23
Fleck Denise 10 23
Cameron Watters 10 24
Jennifer  Schutts-Stone 10 24
Dianne Good 10 24
Dar Brown 10 26
Nadene  Cornell 10 26
Tammy Waltreas 10 27
John Smits 10 28
Steve Fafoutis 10 28
Jann Christensen 10 29

Below, Cathy Seale getting her
3 year certificate and pin
from Ron Claeys!

Name Team Anniversary
Mary Baker 8 5
Jerry Eckman 4 5
Lynn Simmons 8 5
Mark Anderson 7 3
Judy Kramer 4 3
Ray Endrizzi 5 3
Karen Wolf 3 3
B-Jo McCourt 1 1
Barbara Giltner 7 1
September Statistics
Ambulance Runs 285
Falls 118
% of calls 47.39%
Van Runs 86
Blood Pressures 34

Year to Date
Ambulance Runs 2685

Falls 1105

% of Calls 47.39%
Van Runs 711
Blood pressures 368

Mark Your Lalendar

Happy Ralloween

Oct. 2" 5PM — Congressional Fire/EMS Awards at Parrish
Community High School

Oct. 4™ 9am to 3pm Walk to End Alzheimer’s at SCC
Methodist Church

Oct. 23™ 12pm to 2pm Men’s Club Community Health Fair

at Community Hall

Nov. 06 6:30 — 8:30pm SCC Hi! Neighbor Event at
Community Hall

Nov. 22 - Men’s Club Golf Tournament — Renaissance Golf
Club

Dec. 2nd- 5pm Squad Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
Veterans Theater

CityCenter
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“What happens in the Squad,
Stays in the Squad”

“Just like Vegas, Baby!” Whatever happens on
duty day, regarding the patients that we see,
must remain private. Please keep in mind that
HIPAA responsibilities continue after you
leave the Squad.
Its only natural to want to share what hap-
pened during your duty day, but whatever you
share must be thoroughly “sanitized” of any
patient information—name, location, age, or
incident details. In our small community, we
all know someone who knows someone we
know!
This applies to every volunteer at the Squad.

“When in doubt, leave it out!”

Right: Team 1 Cap-
tain Mike Ste-
phens gives Dottie
Kemmer her 10
year certificate
and pin.

the KP Shellcrafters club. Jim &
W || Kathleen Sutherland and Cathy
1%? Seale, Instructors.
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Team *8 Captain
Dorothy De-
Coux, with Betsy [ §
McGhee and -
Jeanne Martin,
receives scones
from Freedom
Plaza.




