
Summer Safety by John Kosin, Assistant Chief, Safety 
 

 
Living in Florida during the summer months, we experience hot, humid days, oftentimes including thunderstorms. How safe 
are we on our work shifts in the presence of a thunderstorm, knowing that where there is thunder, there is lightning? Most 
are aware of the dangers of lightning and the most obvious reaction is to go indoors. We are safe from lightning inside 
our building. 
 
- How do we respond when the Dispatcher receives an emergency call during a rainstorm, with occurring lightning? Keep in 
mind that our primary responsibility is the safety of the team. At the discretion of the Captain, the Dispatcher may direct the 
caller that there is no ambulance currently available and to call 911. 
 
- What is the response of the EMT experiencing the presence of lightning while enroute to an emergency call or on-site? The 
team is safe from lightning when they are in the ambulance. It becomes another discretion-
ary decision to wait until the storm subsides or abort the call and request the Dispatcher to 
contact HCFR for assistance. This again, is the Captain's decision. 
 
Obviously, we are there to assist or transport, but not at a safety risk to the team 
Let's hope that these scenarios do not occur. 
Be safe out there. 

By What Authority? 
 
The Emergency Squad, like any Florida EMS organization, operates under the laws and statutes of the State of 
Florida. We are licensed and must meet specific requirements to maintain that license. In addition to state regu-
lations, the Squad also has bylaws, policies and protocols which govern our organization and our actions.  
 
We. cannot and do not make up our own policies just to meet a new situation. If something comes up and you 
are unsure of how it needs to be handled, please ask one of our volunteers who has the authority and 
knowledge to answer. 
 
The Squad is governed by:  

• Provisions of Chapter 401 of the Florida Statutes, Chapter 64J-1 & 2 of the Florida Administrative Code,  

• Directives issued by Hillsborough County and the Florida Department of Transportation, 

• The federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountancy Act (HIPAA), and  

• The Squad’s Bylaws.      

• Squad Internal Policies and 
 
Standing Medical Orders: 
Our bylaws, policies and protocols are on our internal web-
site, listed under Board of Directors Information. Bylaws can 
only be amended by a vote of the membership. Policies are 
written and amended by the Board. Our medical protocols 
and practices have evolved through the years and comply 
with State regulations. They are reviewed, updated and ap-
proved by our Medical Director, Dr. Ksaibati.  
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September 2025 

Chief Mike Bardell 

It's with great pleasure that we hold our annual Appreciation lunch on 
September 4th at Veterans Theater in Kings Point. This is our effort to 
recognize our Summer volunteers who work extra shifts to get us 
through the Summer. But it's for all our volunteers who are in town. All 
of you make us what we are and we’re grateful for each of you. Make 
sure you pick up your t-shirt. 

September always brings the “annual migration” of our returning snow-
birds. This benefits the Squad and we are always happy to see them 
back. We’ll also see more events and clubs becoming active again. We 
ask that you encourage your club friends and neighbors to consider 
looking at the Squad as one of those great opportunities that has 
amazing benefits – like new friends, new skills and getting out of the 
house. 

With the definition of crazy being doing the same thing over and ex-
pecting different results, we’re going to try something new for recruit-
ing. “Club Days” will focus on inviting a specific club and their members 
to visit the Squad on a specific day and time to have lunch with the vol-
unteers and see what we do. We’ll send an email to everyone to let 
them know when to expect guests. 

Succession planning for the Squad is our roadmap for the future. By 
now you’ve received an email with a survey from our Board. Our first 
step is identifying who has an interest in how our administrative depart-
ments function and what’s entailed in those jobs. It is not a commit-
ment, but an invitation to learn more. 

We are expecting new gurneys at the end of September. Our current 
gurneys were purchased in 2016 and the have outlived their original 
lifespan. The Squad was the first agency in the 
State to buy these and we were the envy of 
HCFR. 

By now you may be aware that we will be rec-
ognized as one of our recipients for the 2025 
Congressional Fire/EMS Awards. Your dedica-
tion to our community is what makes us such 
an incredible organization. Thank you. 

 

 



September Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Upcoming Events:   2025 

9/4/2025 Squad Summer Luncheon, 11:30 AM – 2:30 PM – Veterans 

Theater 

9/7/2025 Sunday, 10:00AM – 1:00PM: Memory of 911 - Celebrates 

First Responders 

At the St. John the Devine Church - Del Webb East 

9/16/2025 Annual Blue Mass honoring First Responders  

10:00 AM Service at 

Prince of Peach Catholic Church, 702 Valley Forge SCC. 

9/18/2025 Kings Point Fall Expo – 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Booth in the Veteran’s Theater in Kings Point. Opportunity for  

recruiting and fundraising. 

10/4/2025 SouthShore Walk to End Alzheimer’s – 9:00 AM – 3:00 

PM 

SCC Methodist Church – walk about 2 miles 

Squad participates with a team in the walk, booth outside,  

ambulance on standby. 

Alzheimer’s Fundraisers 

9/8/2025 2:00 PM Benefit Concert Emmet Stevens, Jr.,  

at Freedom Plaza 

$10.00 donation 

o 9/19/2025 7:00 PM Benefit Concert Billy “Elvis” Lindsey at 

United 

Methodist Church $20.00 in advance; $25.00 donation at the 

door 

September Birthdays:  2025 

    Name     Date 

    Herb Hartman   3 
    Paul Wegman                 4 
    Wendy Helton   6 
    Lynn Simmons   7 
    Mary Huntington        7 
    Maureen Kurowski    8 
    Janice Chase    11 
    Ken Holt    12 
    Mike Albanese   12 
    Shirley Bardell   14 
    Mary Christiano   14  
    Wendy Kinka    19 
    Gerry Barba    19 
    Howard Levine   20 
    Lyn Safian    20 
    Ken Ayers    21 
    Donna Manship   24  
    Terry Valenza    27 
    Doug Friedel    28 
    Linda Hughes    28 
    Jorge Ignarra    29 
    Terri Reed    29 
    June Rowley    29 
    Laura O’Connor   30 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Name    Team    Anniversary 
    Vallery McKeehan  2 10 
    Dottie Kemmer  1 10 
    Cheryl Reed   2 3 
    Cathy Seale   1 3 
    Sandy Danen   2 3 
    Margo Lee   8 1 
    Ken Shrom   0 1 
    Nancy Bond   6 1 
   Brenda Hamlin  2 1 
   Jeff Kropp   6 1 

Updates & Reports 

Stats September 2025 

July Statistics  

 Ambulance Runs  282 
   Falls   107 
  % of total calls  44.4% 
 Van Runs   91 
 Blood Pressures  45 
 
   Y-T-D totals 
 Ambulance Runs  2400  
 Falls   107 44.4% 
 Van runs   625 
 Blood Pressures  334 

What’s New 
When we have Guests 

It’s September and our snowbirds will soon be coming 
back. That means our local clubs and organizations 
will be meeting again and hosting events. All good for 
us for our recruiting goals. 
This year we are going to attempt a few new tactics to 
recruit new members. Instead of hosting a program at 
the Training Center once a month, we will be inviting 
a club or social organization to join us for lunch once 
a month. You will be given LOTS of notice when this 
happens.  
When these are scheduled, I would ask that the on-
duty team be particularly mindful of discussing pa-
tient cases or recent runs that we’ve had. Any discus-
sion or patients could easily evolve into a HIPAA viola-
tion. We will also be cautious to cover any infor-
mation on the screen and make sure no run sheets or 
patient information sheets are left where others 
might see them. 
Also, when we know we have guests coming, please 
refrain from getting out the games. They are great 
when we have a slow day, but they give the wrong 
impression when we have visitors or media coming 
through the Ready Room. 

Emergency Squad Celebrates Noreen Schramm’s 25 
years of Dedication 

Our many thanks and congratulations to Noreen Schramm 
for her dedicated 25 years to the Emergency Squad and our 
community. Within a week of moving from New York to Sun 
City Center in 2000, Noreen came down to the Squad and 
volunteered. At the time, she was Editor/Owner of the Rock-
away Point News and traveling between the two States, like 
many of our snow-birds. 
 
Through her twenty-five years with the Squad, Noreen 
Schramm has served in such 
roles Chief, CPR Instructor, 
Emergency Medical Responder 
Instructor and Emergency Medi-
cal Technician. She is currently 
working as a Dispatcher for two 
teams. In addition to these hands
-on roles, Noreen has been in-
volved in multiple aspects of 
Emergency Medical Services in 
the county and state level, shar-
ing her wisdom and providing 
guidance on various issues in-
cluding the direct impact that 
emergency medical policies and 
legislation can have on emergen-
cy squads. 
 
Her community involvement is extensive; she served on the 
Board of HCA South Shore Hospital from 2016 to 2022. She 
was recognized by the local Area Agency on Aging for her 
contributions and was the winner of the 2017 Salt & Pepper 
Award in Health & Wellness. 

 

Lloyd Banfield was recognized for his 10 years of dedi-

cation to the com-

munity and the 

Squad. Here Walt 

Bowers, Team 3 

Captain congratu-

lates Lloyd after giv-

ing him his 10 year 

pin and certificate. 

 

 

Our Newest Dispatchers 

Thank you to our newest dispatchers! We’re so 

glad you signed up! 

L to R: Valerie Poulos, Christine Maentz, Karen 

Lifshin, Asst. Chief  Cathy Seale 


